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By The Associated Press 
gfi The nation’s newspapers gen- 
pterally expressed shock and dis 
— may at the slaying of Lee Hen- 
dry Oswald, acused assassin of 
President Kennedy, 
ig Some editorials also assailed 



Nation’s Newspapers Express 

Dismay At Oswald’s 




g- the; authorities of Dallas, charg- 
ing them with laxity or sensa- 
-- tion-seeking. 

— “The misguided, degraded cit- 
izen who fired the shot that 
killed Lee Oswald ... has 
placed a serious blot on the rec- 
ord of American justice,” said 
an editorial in a special edition 
of the Las Vegas, Nev. Review- 
Journal. 

“Dallas authorities are re- 
sponsible for the Oswald case,” 
said the Omaha World Herald. 
“It happened because officials 
undertook to turn the transfer 
of a suspected, murderer into a 
roman circus.” 

Lawlessness 

“Here again,” said the Port- 
land, Me. Press Herald, “we 
have the paradox of America— 
a country boasting of its unpar- 
alleled system of government 
by law, but with a thread of 

- lawlessness and violence run- 
■ ning through its national his- 

tory. . . .” 

Dallas’ own newspapers, the 
.Times Herald and News, each 
_ called on the city’s people to 
keep calm. 

“The events of the past few 
days are beyond belief,” said 
the Times Herald. “Our city is 
left in the shocked depths of 
numb disbelief ... the citizens 
of Dallas are surely engaging in 
the greatest spiritual self-exam- 
" ination any American commu- 
nity has undergone in this cen- 
’ tury.” 

Scales Of Justice 

; . The News said the people of 
; Dallas “respect the law and the 
scales of justice. They abhor 
murder and grieve as any other 
, commmunity would grieve when I 
tragedy leaves its dark clouds; 

• • ■ there is urgent need for the i 
'.whole community to settle down! 

. to the business of normal liv-| 
ij,ing, to relieve its tensions and! 
,,, to banish any feelings of rancor ' 

: and guilt.” 

“One crime, however mon- 
strous, and however it may 
. shake the nation and the world, 

, cannot justify another crime,” 
r said the Milwaukee Sentinel, 

. .“even, the shooting of an ac- 
,-cused, disreputable assassin . 

if we have faith in the law, we 
, .must let the law take its own 
deliberate course.” 

“Some called Oswald’s end 
deserved,” said the Nashville 
-- Tennessean. “Some called it 
' irony. Some called it poetic jus- 
tice^ Irony it may have been, 
but it was not justice under the 
law . . . it was as misguided, 



as senseless and as void of 
* ‘solving’ anything as was the 
assassin’s action hi, striking 
edown President Kennedy. . . 
r|| Trample On Justice 
¥ The New York Times charged’ 
i|that "the- Dallas authorities,' 
Shbetted: and . encouraged by the: 
jnewspaper, TV and radio press,; 
^trampled on every principle of 
justice in their handling of Lee 
»sH. Oswald. . . . 

M' "After two days of . . . pre- 
Sindings of guilt, in the elec- 
iftrically emotional atmosphere of 
p city- angered by the presi- 
dent's assassination and not too 
any decades removed from 
. e vigilante tradition of the old 
frontier, the jail transfer was 
. made at high noon and with the 
,^'dest possible advance an-' 

1 ianouncement . . it was an out-- 

ffagecrtis breach of police respon- 
sibility.”- 

J The New York Herald Tribune 
- said Oswald’s killing “has 
'•served only to compound a 
: heinous crime. . . . 

“Those who applaud the killer 
;; on the ground that he gave the 

4 suspected assassin his due must 
g share in the disgrace. They do 

no honor to our late president, 
to the nation or to the insitu- 

5 tions which President Kennedy 
f fought to uphold.” 

-g “Yesterday,” said the New 
SYork Daily News, “a Dallas 
citizen climaxed a ghastly week- 
-end in U.S. history by assasinat- 
■Oing Oswald. 

,,“ You can understand the act. 
g.Many of us are convinced that 
gi the only good murderer is a 
i? dead murderer and the only 

* g°o<l Communist a dead Commu- 

- nist. 

I _ Communist murderers in 
this country, however, like other 

* murderers, should be made 
> dead only by due -process of 

v law. . .” 

|, The Long Beach, Calif., Inde- 
I pendent Press-Telegram de- 

- clared that • the shot from a 
revolver wielded by nightclub 

4 proprietor Jack Ruby, which, 

-' ; took Oswald's life, “has megat- 
ged the whole theory of Ameri- 
jjcan justice, which requires that 
is those suspected of crimes be 
|ned.,m courts of law rather 

- than by the vigilance commit- 
5 ; tee. 

‘‘ “Justice is thwarted,” added 



gthe editorial. 

The Miami Herald declared 
g Oswald’s death as “another in- 
gcredible blunder of security— a 
^blunder so fantastic that it al- 
;J |most seemed contrived. . 

The Herald added that with 
—Oswald “dies the motive of a 

murder that has staggered the 
world. With him goes a story 
which well may have had com- 
plications grave for the national 
security, made even more seri- 
ous now by an eternal silence.” 
The editorial called it an “un- 
thinkable decision to transfer 
him (Oswald) from one jail to 
another as reporters and pho- 
tographers and loiterers milled 
around the scene.” 

The Albuquerque Journal said 
that “whether every precaution 
possible was taken to protect 
the president’s life as he rode 
through Dallas downtown in an 
open car may never be safcis- 
factorially answered. 

No Excuse 

"But,” the Journal added, 
"certainly there can be no ex- 
cuse for the lack of security 
: which resulted in the shooting 
to death of the president’s al- 
leged slayer. . . 

"‘Dallas is not to be shamed 
as a city, but certainly shame 
falls upon the few people who 
carried the responsibility for 
what happened.” 

“Let us Americans conduct a 
national examination of con- 
science,” said the Providence 
Journal. “In the last 72 hours, 
the world has witnessed in 
shock a display of horrid sav- 
agery that shames the greatest 
free nation in the world ... i 
“In these two murders; . . is 
frightening evidence of the 
spread of the canker of disre- 
spect of law and of the readiness 
to resort to violence against 
those with whom, we disgree.” 
The Baltimore Sun called it 
“shame heaped upon shame 
that the man accused of the 
murder of Mr. Kennedy should 
himself have been murdered, 
and that his guilt, or his inno- 
cence, should not have been de- 
termined by the orderly proces- 
ses of the law. . . 

“The immediate blame rests 
with a municipal police force 
which could not protect a pris- 
oner on its own premises, and 
which incredibly violated one of 
the first rules of police custody, 




the rule that says the moving 01 
a controversial prisoner must 
not be told in advance to the 
public. 

Deeper Fault 

‘“But a deeper fault, a fault 
we cannot in honesty and decen- 
cy fail to face, lies in a diseased 
spot of hate somewhere in our 
society." 

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
said that the killing of Oswald 
“only adds to the bitterly 
shameful tragedy. 

"Even though Oswald was 
guilty, as seemed evident, he 
was entitled to a speedy trial 

and swift punishment, u ■ con- 
victed. Only a further blot is 
added by his street slaying, and 
Dallas police protection should 
be investigated.” 

Ruby, -■ said the Rochester, 
N.Y., Democrat and Chronicle, 
“denied America the chance' to 
show the world that this is a na- 
tion of law and justice and or- 
der. . , . 

Re-examine Our Lives 

"If it gives more force to the 
claim upon all , of us to. reflect 
on our own actions and our own 
angers, to • re-examine our own 
lives and our associations, to re- j 
mind us how close we walk to 
anarchy and’ how we must al- 
ways guard against it, then ' 
even this footnote has a value.” 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer 
said Oswald’s murder ‘‘has 
compounded a horrible crime 
and undoubedly has delayed— 
or permanently impaired — 
the pursuit of justice. . . . 

“There is almost no question 
but what he was the assassin 
who killed President John F. 
Kennedy,” said the Plain .Deal- 
er. "But did he have accom- 
plices? ... what was behind 
the shooting of our president? 

. . . Oswald alive was a valu- 
able link to. the infamous Ken- 
nedy crime . . . Jack Ruby 
should be hailed as our national 
fool.” 

"Senseless and futile,” said 
the Arizona Republic of Phoe- 
nix. “It would have been the 



last thing President Kennedy 
would have wanted. ... 

“The Dallas police will be ac- 
cused, with no justification of 
course, of having branded the 
prime suspect in President Ken- 
nedy's death as a Communist 
and then having engineered his 
murder.” 

The Las Vegas Review-Jour- 
nal expressed the hope that 
"somehow, perhaps in the trial 
of Oswald’s own killer, the evi- 
dence against the man charged 
; with taking the president’s life 
will be unveiled by authorities 
in Dallas and responsible feder- 
al officials. The public is enti- 
tled to know everything possible 
about why our great leader has 
been taken from us.” 

The Kansas City Star said the 
: deaths in Dallas “symbolize so 
dramatically the kind of atmos- 
phere that has been created, at 
home and abroad, in the snarl- 
ing hatred of but a few men and 
a few groups bending beneath 
the world’s tensions ... a man 
accused of the most heinous 
crime is entitled to a fair trial. 
He was hot to receive it and this 
fact, to the degree that it sym- 
bolizes the atmosphere of the 
nation, is a fact of shame.” 

"In effect,” said the Detroit 
Free Press, “Oswald was 
lynched by a man whose mo- 
tives also are obscure ... the 



sequel to the Kennedy assassin- 
ation is thus a chain reaction of 
terrible proportions. When do 
men cease to take the law into 
their own hands? When does 
this orgy of hate and fear and 
suspicion and violence come to 
an end? Until it does, America 
must hang its head in shame as 
well as remorse before the civ- 
ilized world.” 

The Utica, N.Y., Daily Press 
said that "no matter what 
Americans thought of this pro- 
fessed Communist, murdering 
him was no answer . . . the 
shooting . . . darkened the pic- 
ture that so many in the world 
have of the United States and 
only added weight to the impres- 
sion that we are a lawless, bit- 
ter nation. 

The Philadelphia Inquirier 
said, “the slaying of Lee Har- 
vey Oswald raises . questions 
whether the full story, of the 
president’s assassination will 
ever be known. 

Deed His Own 

“If he was the president’s 
slayer, was -the deed his own, in j 
concept and execution: or were I 
others, possibly agents of sub-: 
versive organizations, or indi- 
viduals having allegiance to 
foreign governments, involved 
in some far-rangipg plot not yet- 
unfolded? . 

"Could there have been a 



orderly processes of law on 
which our whole political sys- 
tem is founded.” 

The Arkansas Gazette said the 
security precautions, “if elabor- 
ate, were not quite elaborate 
enough. Thus the accused killer 



has himself died violently, in 
mockery against the processes 
of justice to which the most 
craven of criminals is accorded 
under the democratic system.” 
.. The Hartford, Conn., Courant 
said, “We do teach in much that 



sinister link between Oswald 
and his own slayer? Was Os- 
wald murdered to silence 
him?. . . 

• “There remains a nagging 
disturbing wonder as to what 
constitutes police security in 
Dallas, Texas.” 

“To our chagrin,” said the 
Minneapolis Tribune,- “we ap- 
pear before the world as unable, 
even in the unusual state of 
alert following the shocking 
assassination, to preserve the 



goes by the name of entertain- 
ment that violence is a way of 
life and killing is a way of solv- 
ing problems. . . every Ameri- 
can citizen. - . . must rededicate 
himself to the rule of law anV 
leave force to the state.” 



